


* 









BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service ee 38 Bank Street 


@ "lea A A RNB 7a ee a RMR innate am 


Vol. XVIII December 15, 1950 No. 2h 
. BiGaf. Sa BS 


MUST BOOKS 


February 20 


Hilton, James Little, Brown 
MORNING JOURNEY $3.00 


A story that reads well and holds the interest, but leaves the reader dissatis- 
fied and resentful at its close. Carey Arundel, Irish and aspirant to theatrical acclaim, 
marries Paul Saffron, egoist supreme, who sees himself as the world's greatest producer. 
Their marriage is a succession of concessions to Paul's ego - and at its end, it is Paul 
who makes the break, going his own way in creating German films. And Carey retires from 
the stage and marries a conservative older man with a problem son, who gradually becomes 
Carey's central concern. The war cuts - or seems to cut- the final chord to Paul, and 
from his years in concentration camp, his ultimate release, stories filter out of colla- 
boration with the enemy, of rejection by the very studios that had sought him earlier. 

He comes back into Carey's life - wrecks her marriage to Austin - and, in trying to help 
him gain a foothold again, she agrees to go back to the screen, with him as technical di- 
rector, and together they achieve the highest recognition possible only to have him smash 
it all, for the sake of bluntly telling the motion picture world what he thinks of them. 
Her world in bits about her, Carey drives off into the mountains with Saffron, knowing 
that only she will stand by him- and there the story ends. Set in a frame of the dinner 
at which Paul rejected success- and ending with the dinner and its aftermath, the body of 
the story between goes back to the beginning and works up to the known end, a device Hil- 
ton used once before, but one that weakens - for most readers- the suspense factor of a 
story. Facile plotting, but the characters never achieve three dimensional form, and the 
magnetism Paul Saffron exerts over Carey ( which alone would justify the conclusion) is 
not fully realized at any point. Hilton's name- and the glamour elements of the Hollywood 
scene- add up to considerable measure of popularity. This is further assured by Literary 
Guild selection for March. 


A Long Chance on Lightweights 


A good many books- of rather uncertain calibre; and of these, the sentimental bouquet of 
Reginald Arkelli’s OLD HERBACEOUS (Harcourt, Brace) may carry this to a special audience; 
Morrow’s COME IN SPINNER by Cusack & James tells a well sustained story; and the new 
Mary Jane Ward A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC (Random House) is for the Helen Howe women’s wear 
market. See below for reports. | 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
January 2 


Bagnold, Enid Doubleday 
THE LOVED AND ENVIED $3.00 


Oddly period in feel, this is actually a contemporary tale of the fading glories 
of a vanishing generation of the socially elite of Paris and its environs. Clinging to a 
past when the standards of social success had been within their making, a tiny segment of 
a lost world find their dreams have become ashes, that jealousy is stronger than passion. 
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There is the Vicomte de Bas-Pouilly, to whom his relationship with Rose over thirty three 
years means more than marriage could have meant, though Rose can still be jealous of the 
once glamorous Lady Maclean, whom all men love, and of Edouard's unhappy sister, whom she 
had never seen... There is Rudi Holbein, playwright, whose shadowy wife, Cora, suddenly 
stepped out of character, left him, and became a painter of some renown...There is Ruby 
Maclean, envied by all, but defeated within herself by the withdrawal of her husband, the 
hatred of her daughter, Miranda, with whom she had abysmally failed...There's fortune seek- 
ing cad, Tuxie, who falls in love with Ruby and marries Miranda, only to make her life a 
double hell in Jamaica, where they are sent. Such is the cast. The drama is acted out to 
almost classical tragedy dimensions of death on all fronts, with wasted love and active 
hate as motivating forces. There is no feel of the modern world; the story- which might © 
have carried conviction in more glamorous days- seems to exist in & vacuum. 


January 10 


Symons, Geraldine Longmans, Green 
ALL SOULS $2.50 


A windy five-generation story of tough-spined men and uncomfortably introspec- 
tive women. Lucy, wife of stolid Jacob Abercorn, ‘Licia, wife of Lucy's son Tom, and 
Sickle, 'Licia's daughter might be a triple reflection of the same little woman - sub- 
missive to her husband, jollifying her family and loving adventure. China, where Tom 
operates a trading boat, offers a divertissement to ‘'Licia and Sickle, but Sickle marries 
into a stately home in England, by-passes a chance for an affair with the man she really 
loves, and dedicates her life to her grandson Peter (her daughter was a disappointment). 
At the close of the book, she comes to the conclusion that God had his eye on the family 
all the time. The reader may enjoy remembering the names herein, if he can stomach the 
vicious slant on the "heathen Chinee", that will hardly improve Anglo-Chinese relations. 


Women's rentals. 
January 15” 2 Jab 


Moffat, Jessie Emerson Austin-Phelps 
MRS. GILBERT LANCASTER 3rd $3.00 








The dream-wish fulfillment opus - in which the wronged country girl, Jennie Ames, 
who acquires the title of Mrs. Gilbert Lancaster, 3rd, in a haze of blurry-eyed romance, 
crashes out of her marriage when she finds out how vengefully her new husband has used her. 
Alias Kitty Marlowe, and finding her way into a travel agency, she escapes his search for 
her, finds a loyal friend in Jane Wood, lollops from Paris to California and gets mixed 
up in some narsty doings on the part of a passe actor, Pateau. Gil and Lurv comes into 
her life again - And There Is The Question - Shall She Tell Him Her Real Identity? It 
takes a death and the mimicry of Pateau's chimpanzee (trained like all crazy) to free Gil 
from a murder charge and to uninhibit Jennie-Kitty for an open-arms ending. Have YOU 
read any good books lately? 








Gilmore, Cecile + i, Avalon 
WEB OF HONEY / $2.00 


Some stereotypes in black and white, good and bad, for the story of the house- 
hold of beautiful Belle Bannister, who is slowly killing off an older husband, Doris- her 
daughter- who is in love with their cousin Hugh, and Faith- her stepdaughter- who arrives 
there as her father is dying and rightly feels ill at ease. The death of Bruce Bannister, 
Belle's attempt to get all his money and Hugh, and Faith's own romance gives this more for 
your money(rental) than most. A rather decorative synthetic at that. 


Mack, Elsie Avalon 


{ 
Z| 
DEBORAH = 7 $2.00 


This poses the problem of wealth vs. beauty to a girl in possession of both, but 
fearful that she had been married for her money by Gerry Meadows. When Gerry dies, leaving 
behind him a trail of bills, Deborah is never quite sure again of her own power over men- 
even in a subsequent romance with and marriage to Gerry's friend, a writer, Timothy... 
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January 30 


Parks, Ruth Houghton, Mifflin 
125 PLYMOUTH STREET $3.00 


Report repeated from 10/1/50 bulletin when scheduled for December publication, 
under the title Poor Man's Orange, as follows: "A pinpoint reportage of Plymouth Street, 
Surry Hills, the slum section of Sydney, explores the grubby to grimly humorous events in 
the life of the Darcy family whose Irish heritage is the leaven for their subhuman exis- 
tence. There is Hugh, whose last flare of passion for a callous whore almost breaks Mum- 
ma's heart; Mumma, who fights medical care dementedly; Roie, whose marriage to part-Negro 
Charlie is all happiness; and Dolour, whose pangs of growing up are intensified by a bad 
skin and worse eyes which force her to leave school. They evade and ignore the chance to 
leave their filthy house with its rampant animal life; they practice the careless charity 
of the poor in housing a vagrant; Roie dies and Mumma copes with her two children; Dolour 
has terrifying experiences in the shop where she works with hothanded boys; but the Darcys 
cling to their hovel, defying betterment. A vivid print of one section of the Australian 
metropolis, this, while realistic is not deeply penetrating. 


February 1 


Baum, Vicki | Doubleday 
DANGER FROM DEER $3.00 


Some extroverted emotions and a familiar flourish for the story of Ann Ambros, 
whose doe-eyes concealed a lifetime of deliberate destruction to those around her, a life- 
time now in full recall after she is pushed off the platform of 4 train by her stepdaugh- 
ter, Joy. From the time when at fifteen Ann had fallen in love with the famous violinst, 
Florian Ambros, she had let nothing stand in her way- not even his marriage to her older 
sister in whose death she had been instrumental. Marrying Florian, she later drives him 
to suicide, ruins Joy's chance at marriage, and is now bent on breaking up her son's home 
when Joy intervenes, and, for her brother's sake, tries to kill her... The expected lar- 
gesse of decor and drama, for the expected audience. 


Hindus, Maurice Doubleday 
MAGDA $3.00 


From his own early experience in this country as an immigrant farmer,stems a sub- 
stantial, sentimental if quite earthbound story of Mike Koziol, a Polish boy of twenty-one, 
who comes to America with a great "hunger for land", goes to work for Titus Lockwood who 
treats him as a son. And from the beginning there is Mike's worship for Magda, the wife 
of a neighboring farmer, Dan,- Magda who served the finest food but also read the best 
books, and whose beauty as well as attempted self-betterment made her suspect. Although 
aware of the tension between Dan and Magda, Mike still refuses her when she makes herself 
available, stands by through the tragedy when she becomes pregnant by another man, Dan 
takes his life, and she leaves forever to atone for his death...A lot of dirt-farming talk 
and Polish folkways temper the romance with realism, give this a certain vigor. The mar- 
ket however may be less vigorous. 

February 8 


Arkell, Reginald Harcourt, Brace 
OLD HERBACEOUS $2.00 


A mild, moist little nosegay, faintly sweet, about a Mr. Chips of the garden. 
Young Herbert Pinnigar never did care for farm work, and when a prize was given him for a 
display of water flowers in a local flower show, and the lovely Mrs. Charteris offered him 
work in her Manor garden, he realized his dearest wish. Then the Manor garden became his 
own, even before Head Gardener Addis died and Pinnigar took over. A passage of years in 
the garden brings little triumphs - fresh strawberries and bright morning glories for Mrs. 
Charteris, prizes, judging, a speech or two, and the dogged competition between Mrs. Char- 
teris and her gardener to guide the destiny of the phlox and daffodils. But years slide 
fast in the beauty of a garden, and it is not until old and mentally ill Mrs. C..sells the 
Manor that "Old Herbaceous" finds the gates of his Paradise squeaking shut. But a green- 
house of his own and a misty tribute from his old mistress bring humble rewards. Expect 
top specials sales. [t has that quality. 
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February 22 
Mayo, Eleanor Crowell 
OCTOBER FIRE $3.00 


What George Stewart's /“‘re did for forest fires of the far west, this book at- 
tempts- and almost succeeds in doing- for the fire that swept Bar Harbor and the shore 
regions of the Maine coast. I say "almost" - because the mounting tension comes not from 
the impersonal and thereby more threatening onslaught of fire itself, but from the creep- 
ing conviction that there is a firebug in the community and the .suspicion becomes a des- 
tructive force in itself. The story cross sections the community of the Peninsula; the 
tourists are merely additional threat - unimportant as individuals. Jay Stone, first se- 
lectman, trying to keep sanity against the violence that obsesses the others- fire chief, 
Allen Carter, attempting to be everywhere at once; Clyde Amory, authority in uniform, 
finds in his humm need for Tiz Arey the way opened to her need for him - these men and 
others give the reader a feel of human beings with the interests of the community para- 
mount, while smaller men play personal grudges and passions out against the drama of the 
sweep of the common enemy, fire. Ginny Hanscom and Mike Arey's romance comes to life 
again; Powder Tilton, unbalanced in his frustrations, goes completely off the track when 
what little he has achieved is doomed. The story builds to a climax which when it comes 
is curiously anticlimactic, but the reader's interest is held by a well told tale. 


February & 
Macmillan 
THE CITY OF FROZEN FIRE $3.00 


A new departure for this novelist of the Regency scene, in a picaresque adven- 
ture of the search for a4 lost civilization and a living treasure. The scene opens in Bris- 
tol, early 19th century, and the story is told by fourteen year old Christopher Standish. 
To Bristol comes a tattered stranger, speaking a dead language, bearing a crumpled commun- 
ication from one scholar to another, and evidence to bear witness to his being ruler of a 
lost people ina lost city. In his incredible journey back to civilization, his secret 
has been found out - his treasure tapped- his person attacked, but he has gone ahead to 
his goal. There he finds credence - and backing for a strange adventure, part revenge, 
part rescue. The story carries the participants to New Orleans- then to the fabled lost 
land, approached through hidden passages, streams and geysers of boiling waters and sealed 
caves. Success is in their hands; the enemy routed- and the children (young Christopher 
who fancies himself a man, and the girl Olwen, who wanted to be part of the action, too) 
stumble on a greater menace. Their survival, in the hands of ruthless villains, seems 
incredible, and the dime thriller, yellow backed novels of a past age seem to pale before 
the adventures of the final act. But of course, it all turns out as it should; a lost 
civilization is found and saved; its saviors return with due reward; and the villains are 
scotched. Adult (supposedly) "comics" in the currently accepted blood and thunder manner- 
this is pretty synthetic stuff from a novelist who has done better. 


Wilkins, Vaughan 


February 15 


Lodwick, John Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
BROTHER DEATH $2.75 — 


The author of7he Man Dormant continues his investigation of the man of violence, 
in a tighter, less encumbered story of an unprincipled mercenary, Eric Rumbold. In 1946 
he is ready to cash in on his forged food ticket racket in Marseilles, sets out for Eng- 
land via Spain, has several unsavory propositions en route, and settles for Fiona's request 
to murder her small son. He finds the government, in the person of Cassell, on guard a- 
gainst his presence and warning him to behave. In Scotland, in spite of Fiona's sister's 
distrust, he accomplishes his mission, and, in his attempt to escape, is caught by Cassell 
and given the chance to end his life. Cinematically speaking this is an effective exposure 
of an agent double who carries outlawry, licensed in practice during the war, into civilian 
life, and also a neat bit of intelligent melodrama. 








February 15 


Dodson, Owen Farrar, Straus 
BOY AT THE WINDOW $2.00 


The author wrings a sizeable amount of pity and sympathy from the plight of an 
appealing nine-year-old boy set adrift from love and warmth by the death of his mother. 
Coin Foreman, youngest son of a Negro family in the Bronx of the Twenties, possessed with 
@ joyous devotion for his crippled mother, discovers anguish in love as he lives his lit- 
tle rag-a-tag life for her alone - watching for her limping figure, joining the church to 
pray for her, and finally losing her in death: A touching and vivid portrait of child- 
hood grief, its tortured questions and terrible answers. Set against a background of 
real and full-blown characters,- family, church members, and a Utopian inter-racial city 
community. The race question is touched upon briefly - rather pompously - but the author 
has a gift for a telling incident, and evocative reminiscence. Loose-jointed style but 
watch this one. 


Peters, Fritz Farrar, Straus 
FINISTERE $3.00 


From The World Next Doorof the asylum to the forbidden zone of homosexuality, 
walled off by fear and guilt, this treats the deflected, deviating adolescence of a boy 
with softer shadings than in the first book. Here the focus is on Matthew when at thir- 
teen he is the victim of his parents' divorce and his mother’s remarriage to an unpleasant 
character, while Matthew is sent to a boarding school in France. The further defection 
of Scott, a young man whom he had idolized and emulated, brings him to the point of self- 
destruction from which he is saved by Michel, a teacher in his school. In the love affair 
which follows, Matthew at first knows no shame, is carried by the confidence of his youth, 
refuses to recognize its inacceptability. But during a summer with his parents- and with 
Michel, Matthew is increasingly sensitive to the insecurity of a relationship which can 
only be suspect and shameful, and openly confronted by the disgust of Scott, the cold hor- 
ror of his mother, he suicides... The exposed vulnerability of this situation, in a hand- 
ling which is not reliant on shock but generates sympathy, this makes its mark. 


February 16 


Hale, Garth Dutton 
SUBSTANCE OF A DREAM $3.00 


A faithful transcript of middle class situations and emotions, this follows the 
first years of marriage of Gayle and Lester Hood, proves that it is better to grin and 


bear it rather than break it up. For Gayle, whose storybook ideas about the man she loves, 


is shattered by Lester, crude, jocular, and inclined to ease his insecurity with a few 
drinks. As their marriage stales, Lester is susceptible to a divorcee, gets involved in 
a dishonest deal, and finds that supporting Gayle and two children outstrips his earnings. 
Gayle, who thinks of leaving him, learns from her mother that it is better to suffer and 
carry on, and at the end is rewarded when Lester stops drinking, starts working, and puts 
their marriage on a more substantial basis... A precise account of prosaic. lives, this is 


- valid rather than vital. 


February 19 


Jenkins, Sara Crowell 
THE BRAND NEW PARSON $3.00 


A third in the Southern Methodist circuit, (lie Gather Together amd The Lost Lamp 
are its predecessors) this is the account of Robert Anderson's first parish before he be- 
comes an ordained minister. Laid in 1900 and Southern Georgia, this is the story of a 
young, nervous and humble man's life - the engagement to a girl out of town, which is soon 


broken, the fear and trembling that preaching arouses in him, the gathering of a congrega- 


December 15, 1950 Fiction -732- 


L— 



















































December 15, 1950 Fiction -733- 
tion, for he is to establish a new church in Archibald Heights, and the run-ins his sin- 
cere actions precipitate.For he administers last rites to a circus performer who is a 
Catholic, he goes to the circus, he befriends the town drunk, he brings into the church 
the daughter of the town's scarlet woman, he is pursued by a young and flirtatious widow, 
and he earns the enmity of the church's banker. But he wins loyal friends, even an ath- 
eist, who help him achieve the dream of a church for his new flock. Neither saccharine 
nor mealy mouthed, this continues the warmth of characterization and intelligent liberal- 
ness that marked the earlier books. For a denominational and conservative audience. 


February 19 


Dutton 


Wheeler, Keith 
THE REEF $3.00 
A war veteran's smash-up, shake down and follow through in this earnest novel, 
often affecting but bare-boned in plot. Nick Cotton is fired from his job in a Chicago 
soap company, despised by his wife, doubted by his small son, whose face bore a scar as 
the result of Nick's drunken driving, pitied by his mistress in whose arms he forgot the 
shame and horror of his life. By chance his plane is grounded on Tarawa where as Company 
Commander in the Marines, he had committed moral suicide by refusing to face almost cer- 
tain death on the reef. Flash-backs trace his breakdown since his discharge from the ser- 
vice, and a weatherbeaten, semi-retired Commander on the island calls up the past and 
suggests a reexamination of Nick's spiritual resources and the causes of his failure. War 
action which the author must have seen, and a problem we doubt got solved in the rapid 


flip-flop method of Nick's self-regeneration. 


Beck, Warren Knopf 
INTO THIN AIR $3.00 
A formal, rather faded, last look as Ralph Kempner, old and dying, remembers 
the life he had lived alune save for the friendship with Mrs. Johnston, his neighbor, and 
the memory of her daughter-in-law, Elissa, whom he had loved. From his coltish intro- 
duction to sex with a chambermaid, to his later defiance of his card-playing, church-going 
mother when he refuses to marry the girl she had handpicked for him, there follows some 
casual, professional experiences- and his love for Elissa, already married. And with 
Elissa's death, a few years later, he contents himself with the memory of that love.... 
For tranquil tastes, this has a certain staid sentimentality and very little else. 


20 
February 19 
Yaffe, James Little, Brown-A.M,P. 
POOR COUSIN EVELYN $3.00 


A handful of Jewish stories emphasizes the quality of family relationships, and, 
although not in the heavy dialect of Kober's Bronx episodes nor in the happy, broad humor 
of Hyman Kaplan, specializes the manner of living. For these are out of the upper brack- 
ets - mostly of New York City - and concentrate on a situation of specific importance. A 
spinster, 30 years a slave to a demanding mother and immured in her slavery by her rela- 
tives, misses her last chance for romance when Mama pulls out all the stops: a celebrity 
ruins two women's evening: a bright young bride estranges her new family through her too- 
clever house-warming: a husband who likes to kid his wife lands her in a social impasse 
at a fashionable gathering: a father tells his son a story of an unforgettable character: 
a son tries to free his father of a leechlike refugee couple: a widow tells of her dead 
husband's visitations: a Negro chauffeur alone knows of the family tensions to which Mr. 
Feldman has been subjected: a painter in Paris recalls his inexplicable treatment at the 
hands of a wealthy, would-be purchaser. Finesse in the handling and pinpointing for their 
focus, these have a more sophisticated appeal than the above-mentioned books, although 
less of glamor, for instance than Mink On Weekdays. A market to be determined. 
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February 19 


Worley, Dorothy Macrae-Smith 
BRIGHT TOMORROW $2.50 


Misunderstandings - romantic; and Southern town complexities, for the story of 
the Blakes' fame in Blakeville, which the last descendant has tossed aside to marry and 
live in New York City. But orphan Bruce Cameron, carrying on the medical traditions, of 
the Blakes, signs young Diana Blake right off the map when he meets her again in New York- 
and she, properly stung, returns to Blakeville to pay him back. The problems of the hos- 
pital, which can use not only her money but her time, get her in solid with Bruce until 
a torch carrying youngster makes her doubt Bruce's love. With all the backing and filling- 
She Gets Him - and antagonism jus’ simply MELTS. The reformation angle with Deep Down 
South in trimmings. 


February 20 


Stern, Philip Van Doren Farrar, Straus 
LOVE IS THE ONE WITH WINGS $2.75 


The Cain derivative, for the story of a compulsive, prohibitive and high pro- 
pulsion passion, this tells of Roy Higgins, a Maine back country boy (who had wised up 
.on the angles during the war), Allen White, an older New York lawyer who had staked Roy 
to a fishing camp, and Linda, White's bride, a breathtakingly beautiful bitch. As the 
situation tightens under White's sullen suspicion, Roy shoots twice to kill- when he 
needed to have only shot once, and in the desperate, driven manhunt which follows, gets 
the answer to Linda's love for him when he gives her a chance to die with him, or alone... 
The love which is only lust, a heel, and a tramp- who whip up quite a bit of excitement 
between them. 


Home , Michael Macmillan 
GRAIN OF THE WOOD $3.00 


A quietly paced, nostalgic story of an East Anglian antiques dealer from his 
poverty-stricken start in the 1890's to a crisis involving his son during the affluent 
1920's, this should provide most readers with a welcome breather from war and problem 
novels. A Chelsea figurine bought from him by his future rival, Clemming, provides young 
orphan Ted Burling with the needed spurt to start in the game of antiques hunting and 
selling. Marriage to Jenny, daughter of Yarmouth's largest dealer, adds incentive to 
Ted's work in his little village shop that is soon a going concern. Several bouts with 
conscience, in which Ted comes out on top, prove to customers and fellow dealers that 
though a "warm" man in the business, he is fair. Recurrent clashes at auctions with a 
"ring" headed by old enemy Clemming, culminate in a near tragic accident for Ted and 
the loss of Jenny's second child. Firmly grounded in time and background and without 
excessive involvement in the intricacies of antiques, this has much of the flavor of an 
Arnold Bennett or Dickens. 


February 21 
Cusack, Dymphna & James, Florence Morrow 
COME IN SPINNER $3.50 


* The fall of the dice, the toss of a coin, the deal of the cards, the speed of 
a racer - all factors in the play of chance are implicit in the title of this story of 
wartime Australia as seen through a cross sectioning of the lives of the hotel staff in 
Sydney during a momentous week. A bell boy and elevator operator, caught with a group of 
Americans in a stalled elevator between floors, sets the key in the chant of dice play 
during the interval of suspension. But he is not alone in his impulse to turn to chance. 
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The beauty parlor operators - their manager - their clients, play the ponies, gamble at 
baccarat, and risk their chances of happiness in many ways. Guinea (known by her family 
as Peg) tries to think she is done with her childhood sweetheart, Kim, and determines to 
accept the solicitation of divorced Colonel Maddocks. It takes Kim's generous concern over 
Guinea's little sister, trapped into a brothel and up before the courts, to make her know 
where her happiness lies.... Less fortunate in her gamble is Deb, whose close-up view of 
poverty holds so much bitterness that she shelves Jack, and a marriage she feels has failed, 
for the dubious gilded cage offered her by socialite Angus. Claire thougit she had won 
through to happiness; but when Nigel risked all and lost, she knew that his need for her- 
and hers for him- counted more than security, and took her gamble again. These and other 
stories develop against the feverish wartime pattern of extremes,- emotional, financial, 
social, and the reader races through, capturing the mood, caught by the tempo, wracked by 
the agonies, surfeited with the excesses - but finding a ring of authenticity even at its 
most unpalatable. Not a pretty tale, but good reading. Winner of the Australian Novel 
Competition. 
February 22 

Rinehart 


CAROLINE HICKS $3.50 


"Forever Amber" once again- in pallid imitation country cousin, come to post-war 
Washington. She doesn't quite know what it is all about, and the female boarding house in- 
doctrinates her by successive jolts, while inadequate education, complete naivete, and in- 
ability to take her liquor combine to give her experiences without seasoning. All she seems 
to want is another man. Scarcely a backward look for the romantic passion lately indulged 
in. Her roommates, Shirley and Margaret, did what they could; Shirley by dirty stories 
which Caroline never understood - and later by a few home truths which she resented; Mar- 
garet by precept and example of righteousness and true love. But Caroline barged ahead, 
took what came her way, and courted disaster. And this reader, for one, hopes she got her 
just deserts. A boring and dirty book with smaller justification than most of its kind. 


Karig, Walter 


February 23 


Davies, Rhys Doubleday 
BOY WITH A TRUMPET 3 $3.00 


A provocative collection of regional stories set in the pits and fields of a 
Welsh village. Mr. Davies' villagers fit submissively into the tribal cast - there are the 
tired women, loose women, proud men, beaten men, and outcasts of both sexes with a basic 
concern with sex, beer, gossip, feuds and funerals. There are stories of hardship and 
despair as in fhe Two Friends and The Nightgown in which women shriveled with fatigue 
yearn for a lost paradise. There is also broad fablio humor and shrewd portraits as in 
Mourning for Ianto in which the mourners lose their friend's body on the pub-dotted road 
to the cemetery and Zhe Dilemma of Catherine Fuchias,as an amiable kept woman crosses swords 
with the village. The title story, set in London, tells of a lost mind trying to contact 
his lost world. Although tragedy is blunted with the irony of the grotesque, and the char- 
acters often slip into opera bouffe routine, the writing is sharp and vigorous. Some ap- 


peared in the New Yorker. 


Newman, Daisy Doubleday 
DILIGENCE IN LOVE $2.75 


A conversion theme, which, although sometimes overplaying the emotional pull, 
makes hearteningly real the personal response to spiritual stimulus. Vaughn, responsible 
for her two children, Susan and Neil, has become a tense, blind, excusing wife for her hus- 
band, an ex-GI who has not yet found security. An assignment from the advertising agency, 
where she dreams of an upper-bracket job, sends her to a Quaker community in Rhode Island 
which not only introduces her to a new life but opens her eyes to a way that will free her 
from the bonds of competitive careerism in New York. Back home she finds the call is not 
strong enough, nor is she big enough, to bring the message to her family or to use her al- 
most-found belief to toss over her glamorous job. It takes the wreck of summer holiday 
plans to unite the family and send them back to the Quakers where they right their sense 
of responsibility and to underline Vaughn's realization of unselfish love. This progresses 
from the brittle to the sensitized and makes believable what might have been a full produc- 
tion redemption subject, treating marriage, career and faith in everyday awareness. Wel- 
come both for content and handling. ae 














@ 
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Playfair, Giles Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE HEART OF FAME $3.00 


A first person narrative of an English actor's rise to stardom - his precarious 
glory - and down curve to lurid disgrace - this is a point by point of the incidents and 
precedents along Charles Strangleigh's theatrical, and personal, route. Paul Hunter re- 
cognized his talent in an amateur performance, Paul's cousin Jean fell in love with Charles, 
and committed suicide when Charles married debauched, and debauching, American Renee. 
Charles’ perfect performance, off stage as well as on, took him far, until he was subju- 
gated by the concertist, Lise, whose pro-Nazi alliances caught him asleep: his judgments 
and values, never wholly balanced, led him disastrously from the romanticism of Shakes- 
peare to modern theater, to alcohol and its oblivious effects on obligations, to a wealthy 
marriage in which his wife tried to reclaim him. And the total result of this was to send 
him to the provinces in a parody of a play in which he had failed, and in which he won 
salacious and scandalous acclaim through his perverted performance, until, at last he was 
salvaged by a little nobody, who believed in his perfections and reputation - all unsullied. 
A near and far distance portrait in which the hazards of success are confronted by an evil 
genius which recognizes no control in its egocentricity, this is for those who like behind- 
the-scenes theatrics, embellished with details. 


February 28 


Gies, Joseph | Harper 
A MATTER OF MORALS $3.00 


A second novel (They Never Had It So Good) which is much less of a roughhouse 
and contributes some intramural insights and defeated conclusions on a university campus 
where younger ideals jar against vested interests. In the independence of the 4rrowhead, 
the student daily, when it airs the expulsion of three students- politically suspect, and 
later a local strike, several are involved:-the Dean, who uses suppressive strategies to 
see conservative controls sustained; Philip Slidell, a reporter, who muffs his chance at 
the editorship; Victor Townsend, a professor, not too happily married and not too happily 
engaged in an affair, who loses his chance at the department chair when he refuses to in- 
terfere in the throttling of the Arrowhead... An object lesson in the destruction of 
values by expedient pressures, this makes its point, which is not a new one. 


Ebert, Virginia ey Morrow 
BROKEN IMAGE 3/ /+ $3.00 \ 


A curious and haunting sort of book. I didn't like it - but I couldn't put it 
down. I thought the heroine deserved all she got, but I found myself desperately hoping 
she could reach some sort of adjustment,- intellectually, physically, emotionally, within 
her tortured self. I tried to deny the sense of it-might-have-happened so, while at the 
same time I wondered whether it might not be closer to the truth than much that is publish- 
ed as fact. Helvy Rysenal is awaiting trial for treason. Through flashbacks interspersed 
with continued narrative, the reader gets the story of the three men in her life, and of 
the betrayal of a code she herself had invented to the German officer who tempted her into 
a hopeless, helpless passion. The manner is as strange as the matter. Some of it is beau- 
tiful and obscure, with almost a rhythmic quality. Most of it is spare and direct. All 
of it has a difficult-to-analyze emotional quality. And through it emerges the agony of 
a@ soul- the convincing portrait of a woman shattered by unbalance, by thwarted desire, by 
external factors that take advantage of her immaturity. The scene shifts from a prison 
in the Philippines to occupied Paris, and the luxurious quarters of a kept woman. And the 
dominant note of conscience - of blame sought for trust betrayed - colors the whole. Don't 
overlook it. People will read it and talk about it. 






| 
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McKinley, Karen Henry Holt 
LETTER TO A CHILD $3.00 








A sometimes rapt, more often racked confessional which in Christine's letter to 
her unborn child, traces the tragedy which preceded it. An artist, and just a bundle of 
emotions, Christine was to fall in love at sight with Mark Seville during the war, only 
to learn that he was married- ‘to Lyle whom he had never loved. As their love affair pro- 
gresses, it is temporarily chécked by Lyle's refusal to divorce him, but when Mark is 
finally freed, they marry, réach even gréater Happiness with Christine's pregnancy. As 
the war ends, however, Mark’s plane crashes, and he dies- eliciting from her the promise 
that if their child should also die, she will find another. She loses her baby, and once 
the shock of Mark's death wears off, goes back to her painting, realizes she has another 
creative function to fulfill, and decides to bear the child she wants through an unknown 
father...Embarrassingly, explicitly emotional- this seems pretty silly- doesn't it? 




















ce Random House 


Ward, Mary Jane uo 2, 
A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC 2|10 ~/ 2° $3.00 


























* A smarting self-exposure in which Elizabeth, on the eve of a fortieth birthday, 
listens to the night music of the past while her self-indulgent relatives carry on a chat- 
tering counterpoint in the present. For Elizabeth, who had always nursed along an unack- 
nowledged adoration of her father- now dead, faces for the first time a weakening of that 
love, recognizes what Ralph Chapin's amused, proprietary domination had cost her. There 
was Ted, her first love, who didn't wait; Jack Allen, married, the only one to tag the 
interference of her father's image; Scott Harris, the richest boy in town, from perfect 
Eagle Scout to perfect gentleman to perfect neuter, whom Elizabeth would have married if 

@ only to marry, had he not died leaving a perfect memory for all save Elizabeth. ... An 
assured, accomplished reflection of a best-face-forward-facade which submerges: private 
futility, here the velvet glove conceals a sharpened claw, provides feminine fiction which 
is worldly, knowledgeable. 

a ee a 
Wharton, John be”. . Simon & Schuster 
THE EXPLORATIONS OF GEORGE BURTON $3.00 y 


a An anatomy of melancholy in which George Burton, a typical middle-aged, middle- 

| class American, is suddenly overcome by an indefinable anxiety. In his attempt to track 
this disturbance to its source, he consults a psychiatrist, is introduced to a whole passel 
of imponderables and their interpretations by Tagore, Freud, Rhine, Bergson, Carrington, 
Whitehead, Jeans, etc., ranges liberally- and by proxy- over such concepts as Freudian 
sexuality and the superego, the psychic and the psychosomatic, men and women, money and 
power, faith healing and hypnosis, the industrial revolution, the atom bomb... A jabber- 
wocky of unaffiliated ideas (lifted- quite openly- from their original sources), in an 
orientation which is unbelievably dull. 


WHETHERS, WITHERS AND WHITHERS 
January 15 


Greenberg, Martin- Ed, | ae | Gnome 
. JOURNEY TO INFINITY 7 : $3.50 


A second volume in the planned series- Adventures in Science Fiction- which takes 
ee as its central theme a history of mankind from primeval beginnings to the far away future. 
Culled from leading periodicals in science fiction, revised and interconnected, this is a 
generous omnium gatherum of strange scénes and speculations. The first story, A. Bertram 
Chandler's False Dawn lends literary quality to this genre, and other competent contribu- 
tors include Fredric Brown, Isaac Asimov, Jack Williamson, writs Leiber. Introduction by 
Fletcher Pratt. 
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Devine, Stewart Doubleday 
LISTEN FOR A STRANGER $2.50 


The involvement of A. Penningham Johnston, retired investigator, in three mur- 
ders as the house he plans to buy in Tidewater, Virginia, is found to be tenanted by an 
unrecognizable body, and a suspected New York couple disappear only to turn up dead. In 
his rounds of the local citizenry, Penn proceeds from gossip to guesswork to fact, identi- 
fies his corpse and then his culprit... No southern cooking and no southern charm. 


Savage, Les, Jr. Doubleday 
SHADOW RIDERS OF THE YELLOWSTONE $2.50 


Cattle trouble in Wyoming's Chinook basin with the mysterious Yellowstone beyond 
providing a hungry maw into which cattle and cowboys vanish without a trace. A half-breed 
rancher, a cattle disease, and Morgan Banning's rivalry with his brother over a girl sup- 
ply an average assortment of mystery and romance. 


Sherwood, John Doubleday 
MR. BLESSINGTON'S IMPERIALIST PLOT $2.50 


Mild Mr. Blessington, on a Treasury errand for H.M. Government (and a secret 
assignment) runs into a leetle trouble when things go sour, and he is reported dead in 
Slavenia. Two blithe young agents combine a Capitalized Knowledge of Eastern European | 
politics, mountain climbing, and spur of the minute know-how, to locate him and undo the 
ramifications of The Secret,guerrilla warfare and confusion twice confused, and restore 
Mr. B. to the living (not to mention security for Eastern Europe). Some precious brouhaha, 
which, with a key, unlocks more Neo-Nazi nightmares. (Manning Coles- en garde.) Crime 
Club. 


February 14 


Shallit, Joseph Lippincott 
LADY, DON'T DIE ON MY DOORSTEP $2.50 


The trials and tribulations of the Apollo Health Club (gym) when socialite (by 
marriage) Mrs. Clark is found dead in its swimming pool. Young Morrison, and his partner, 
expolitico, Harvester have peeping Tom trouble as well as police, social as well as politi- 
cal and sporting angles on their hands. It takes the kidnapping of Harvester's daughter 
to wind-up and wash out the case for a turn-on-a-dime solution. Active - and athletic. 


February 15 


Asimov, Isaac Doubleday 
THE STARS, LIKE DUST $2.50 


The U.S. Constitution whoofs across a thousand years of time and a million light 
years of space to bring peace and freedom to the Kingdom of the Horsehead Nebula and prove 
itself the Universe's strongest weapon. It provides, too, a happy ending to the love of 
Biron Farril of Widemos and Artemisia of Rhodia. Top writing, with a welcome interspersion 
of humor often rare in the field. By the author of Pebble in the Sky. 


Dolph, Jack Doubleday 
HOT TIP $2.50 


That one-man crime crusade, Doc Connor, hopping from Broadway to race tracks, nags, | 
horse players and professional gamblers and sucker deals, manages to produce some fast and : 
slow burns over the death of jockey Mallo. Caring for Katie Storm's Siamese cat, returning 
Lt. Marsh’ heavy needlings, Connor proves murder, sticks his neck out to catch the killer. 
Quick on the lip and making with the argot, this in the speedball system. 
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Holmes, L.P. Doubleday 
DEAD MAN'S SADDLE $2.50 


* With a roar of six-guns, Dave Kerchival, heir to a square-shooter's small but 
important spread, tangles horns with big shot Abel Hendron, self-appointed cattle Caesar, 
and his lanky, shiftless cousins, over the rights to a pasture trail. Hendron's daughter, 
Lear, provides a bonus for Dave. Active and attractive. 

Doubleday 


Olsen, DoB. 
LOVE ME IN DEATH $2.50 


Mild Mr. Pennyfeather conducts a self-contained crime chase in the possible 
double murder, or murder-suicide of Evelyn Maxon and her lover, Pete Burnell. The fixa- 
tion of a father on his daughter, the blind rages of an abandoned husband, the withheld 
information of a landlady, a question of money, a script, and a puzzling pair of pants 
provide the suspects and motives for a solution which is pat. Agreeable. 


February 16 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


O'Farrell, William 
THESE ARROWS POINT TO DEATH | $2 .50— 


What happens, and a lot does, when Greg Allison leases a part of his South Caro- 
linian plantation to a Major Collins, finds that his lessee is also his wife's lover, and 
that what was to have been a private gambling club is the headquarters of a counterfeiting 
enterprise in Nazi hands. The murder of a Secret Service agent, the capture of his wife- 
and Greg, and the terroristic activities which are finally checked by another agent- under 
alias, make this a full production. The Made-in-Germany here is pretty ersatz. 


February 19 


Knopf 


Coxe, George Harmon 
THE WIDOW HAD A GUN $2.50 


The camera eye Kent Murdock is carelessly and too easily framed when a newspaper 
publisher is killed. His wife, his mistress, a wronged husband and a suitor are natural 
suspects, but Kent manages to involve others while his training as a photographer enables 
him to spot the missing link in the chain of evidence. Splitting that second once again, 


this is practised, patterned, smooth. 


Macmillan 


Cairns, Cicely 
MURDER GOES TO PRESS ; $2.50 


Distaff disturbances when Theodora Miles, of the Informer’s Woman's Page, is 
center-spot for a murder investigation. Surrounded by the women who staff the page, heart- 
troubled by her love for Colin, who is haunted by his first wife, Theodora is besettingly 
inquisitive, obstructs Superintendent Boldweather, is a frightened hare when another kill- 
ing and a clue from Colin lands her in the danger zone. Fleet Street in petticoats. 


Cushman, Dan Macmillan 
BADLANDS JUSTICE $2.50 


A dim and distant story of a murky cattle range war between the "little guys” 
and the syndicated cattle outfits of Montana in the '80's which involves young Joe Wolver- 
ton, his brother Holly, Ellen the girl both loved but only Joe lived to marry. Table 


d'hote. 
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Sinclair, Robert B. M. S. Mill 
THE ELEVENTH HOUR $2.50 


The ganging a-gley of a perfect plan- on paper, when Arthur Conway, badgered and 
belittled by his wife, kills her with premeditated precision. As Sgt. Bauer of the police 
and his wife's sister move in on him, Conway is cleared for a few days by the tight time 
schedule he had devised, only to be destroyed by a chance circumstance which distorts ind 
destroys his case... Striking a note of sympathy as well as suspense, this is effective 
entertainment. 

February 22 


Ames, Delano Rinehart 
CORPSE DIPLOMATIQUE $2.50 


Jane Brown, and her idle Dagobert, as they broad over and interfere in the mur- 
der of an inmate of their pension in Nice, solicitously engage the confidences of their 
fellow boarders (either seduced or blackmailed by the murdered man), and dismiss the doubt- 
ful activities of a diplomat from Santa Rica to reach a correct verdict. The non-official 
nonchalance which is not without its charm. 


February 23 


Bradbury, Ray Doubleday 
THE ILLUSTRATED MAN $2.507 


* Scientific fiction enclosed in a frame - wanderer meets a tattooed man whose 7s 
images foretell the future, leaving a space to preview the destiny of the viewer. Here is 
an open circuit on ideas, which range from religion, to racial questions, to the atom bomb, 
rocket travel (of course), literature, escape to the past, dreams and hypnotism, children 
and their selfish and impersonal acceptance of immediate concepts, robots, etc. Note that 
here the emphasis is on fiction instead of science, and that the stories - in spite of 
space and futurities - have some validity, even if the derivations can be traced. Sample 
The Veldt,or This Man, or Fire Balloons, or The Last Night In the World for the really 
special qualities. A book which is not limited by its special field. 


YS Oe oo Rb Got. bh Gea 


January 31 
Gunther, John mae a TY). Out Harper 
CARSAR-OF-THE-PACIFIC [12 [isda ef I) \ocQstlun $0.75) 


* A timely appraisal of MacArthur and the situation in the Pacific, extraordinarily 
close to being journalistically immediate - even in these times when every day makes his- 
tory. John Gunther gives us once again brilliant evidence of his genius as reporter, his 
gift of assimiliation, selection and presentation. As succinctly and vividly as only he 
can do, he gives an “inside” picture of Japan today - not a very penetrating portrait ,per- 
haps, but fair and balanced, showing a country which has experienced war, defeat, revolu- 
tion in ten years. He feels that some of the miracle of democratization, imposed, to be 
sure, by the man who is virtual dictator in Japan, will stick; that Japan will emerge from 
military occupation a changed- if not basically reformed- nation. Through the picture of 
MacArthur - giving him full measure of appreciation for his capacities, his genius, his 
shortcomings - one sees that only this way could the amazing achieverients have been reach- 
ed. Quick takes of other danger spots of the Asiatic area,- Indochina, Tibet, the Philip- 
pines, Formosa; longer survey of the current explosive area of Korea; then he turns again 
to Japan, with final summation of the accomplishments and the probable next turn of the 
wheel. Revealing, much of it newsworthy, and always good reading. Probably experts will 
consider it superficial, but for the average reader it is good coverage. 
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Four for special consideration 


Name value may take the hurdle of the odd subject value in HENRY GROSS AND HIS DOWSING ROD 
bykexneth Roberts (Doubleday). There's real literary value in.Mark Wan.Doren's INTRODUC- 
TION TO POETRY (Wm. Sloane) Froth but fun in Rosemary Taylor's HARUM SCARE'M (Crowell). 
Our candidate for a dark horse possibility, AMERICANS IN GLASSHOUSES by Leslie James 
(Schuman). Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 


January 2 


Kingery, Robert E. R. R. Bowker 
HOW-TO-DO-IT BOOKS: 4 Selected Guide $3.50 


Here's the answer to many a prayer put up by booksellers and librarians in 
search of a book - a special book on an off-the-beaten track subject. A supplement to 
the ever-useful Bookman’s Manual— and we hope only the first of many similar bibliograph- 
ies of special subjects. The title is a bit misleading, for this is not confined to how- 
to-do-it books. The majority of the inclusions are books about a wide range of subjects 
dealing with collector interests, hobbies, organizations, arts, antiques, cosmetics, 
magic, games, model-making, photography and so on and so on. We confess to some baffle- 
ment on finding mental illness and sinusitis listed in the index (though most of us know 
individuals who make a hobby of poor health). A few inaccuracies in a book of this kind 
are inevitable (books assigned to wrong publishers - omission of some key titles in spe- 
cial categories), but by and large it should prove a lifesaver for those in search of a 


quick answer. 


January 4 


Roberts, Kenneth Doubleday 
HENRY GROSS AND HIS DOWSING ROD $3.00 


Caution to readers - this is a serious case for the defense, not a book dealing 
with hocus pocus. And yet to the vast majority of Kenneth Roberts' admirers, the subject 
of "dowsing"(known to many as water witching) is on a par with the ouija board. Not so 
for Mr. Roberts, who undertakes to present meticulously documented cases to prove that 
the miracle of the dowsing rod may well be another opening door to appreciation of the 
existence of an unknown power. Henry Gross is a convincing figure, as his 100% record 
of success in locating water where others failed, would indicate. Kenneth Roberts has 
found him infallible. His fame (at the start local to his Maine habitat) began to spread. 
Even the sceptics who came to jeer remained to praise. The book holds closely to the 
subject; this is not a regional book about a colorful downeaster. It is a book about 
Henry Gross and his strange power. At a distance of 800 miles, from Kennebunkport, Maine, 
to Bermuda, Henry Gross indicated where water would be found, at what depth, in what 
quantity. And he was right, as the record of the diggings proved. The book is filled 
with experiments and scientific findings, witnessed by men of unimpeachable veracity. 

That Gross does not stand alone is evidenced by the inclusion of chapters by other rod 
wielders,- a French scientist, an English dowser. Roberts does not claim that all dowsers 
are equally gifted; in fact he suggests that in this- as in other little understood 

realms of extra sensory perception- there are amateurs and fakers.... A book off the 
beaten path, which- under Roberts' name- will be read by many. Don't overlook it. Illus- 


trated with maps and photographs. 
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Bell, Eric Temple McGraw-Hill 
MATHEMATICS: .ueen and Servant of Science $5.00 








Despite an alluring title that promises fair fields of lucidity, this one is de- 
finitely not for the reader whose battles with college algebra are over long since (with 
algebra the victor). For the engineer, the physicist, the mathematician, this book has an 
interesting and fresh approach, examining as it does, the traditional subject areas of al- 
gebra, geometry, calculus, from a birdseye historical viewpoint, and then diving down for 

a closer, more detailed picture. To the initiate, such merits are real, and all to the good. 
Nevertheless this reviewer would urge avoidance of spurious simplicity that beckons from 
popular sounding titles and genial anecdotal style. The expert will be able to reach the 
material per se. But the layman will come away frustrated and wary. This is no Huthematics 
for the Million. 















January~22 2 ih} 





Fromme, Allan Prentice-Hall 
THE PSYCHOLOGIST LOOKS AT SEX AND MARRIAGE $2.95 


A cut in calibre above the more usual type of domestic diagnoses, this is infor- 
mation and interpretation at an intelligent level, uncomplicated by professional patter and 
varying its viewpoint for the individual situation. In broader terms, Fromme discusses why 
we marry- the social and emotional pressures; romantic love; the psychology of sexual be- 
havior before and after marriage; the maintenance of love in marriage; the factors of money, 
children, in-laws, extramarital relations, divorce... Some common points of agreement and 
disagreement, for whatever audience absorbs this kind of book. - 













January 30 


Carr, E. H. Macmillan 
THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION: 1917-1923 $5.00 (7) 


This first volume of a full-length history of Russia from the October Revolution 
deals with the internal development of the Communist Party, outgrowth of the Bolshevists. 
Carr goes back to 1905 for the seeds of fundamental issues; he examines source material 
rather than later statements, for the basis of the split between Mensheviks and Bolshevists, 
for the emergence of Lenin'as a dominant power; for the part played by Molotov, by Trotsky, 
by Stalin. He feels that the war of 1914 proved a forcing house for revolution, resulting 
in the young revolutionary state inheriting a regime of scarcity not abundance. Politically, 
Lenin attempted to bridge the gap; economically, there was created a socialist economy with- 
out the resources of the capitalist order. He studies the constitutional structure, the 
development of the USSR out of the working program of the RSFSR, the establishment of the 
pattern of expansion, the steps by which. Party and State became one. A book for students 
of government. Not easy reading- but important in its field. 
























Doerflinger, William Main-/d. Macmillan 
SHANTYMEN AND SHANTYBOYS $7.50 


Report repeated from the 1/15/50 bulletin, when scheduled for fall, as follows: 
"Macmillan is building a very extensive reference library on the folk music of America, 
and this careful study of the songs of the sailors and lumbermen is an excellent addition. 
It is the result of twenty years research in the New England and southeast Canadian areas, 
from which many of the traditional songs- particularly those that emerged between 1820 and 
1880- came. Rivers, lakes and sea connected the two groups and in some instances (see his 
final chapters) there were songs common to both. His material was secured in many cases. 
e from old men who had sailed before the mast or been part of the forest frontier, and where- 
ever possible the songs- music and specific versions- were recorded, and in transferring 
them to paper, the variations were kept. The book is broken down into sections such as 
short drag shanties, halyard shanties, songs of the square riggers, of the Banks, of the 
Coastwise vessels, and so on." 
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; Simon & Schuste 
IN ONE HEAD AND OUT THE OTHER $2 3p 
AAD (a 
An exuberant examination of the personality breakdown of our time which through 
pointless parables, primitive (in line) pictures and complete nonsensequiturs achieves 
some funny moments. If the technique is Thurber's, the mood- which is far noisier- is 
not, as Price rides roughly over such issues as our contemporary copelessness- and his 
antidote- avoidism; some strange characters (mostly blood relatives) and their compulsions; 
psychoanalysis and the Schwine-Kitzenger Personality Test; men, and girls avoiding men, 
child care, advertising, etc. A romp, which shakes the last giggle out of some material 
which ranges from the rudimentary to the ridiculous, and will appeal to men rather than 


women. 


Price, Roger 


February 5 


Bolles, Blair Norton 
TYRANT FROM ILLINOIS $3.75 


A portrait in personal power in which the exploitation of popularity led to 
political evils. Uncle Joe Cannon, serenely convinced as to what he wanted, not only for 
himself, but for his country, brought despotism to a peak during his years as Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, when he carried the prerogatives of his position to arbi- 
trary extremes in favoring the Old Guard Republicans and in suppressing minority groups. 
This is the full story of his career, of his inherent honesty, of his growing reputation 
for stratagems, tyranny, and, eventually of his downfall, when Norris, banding Republicans 
and Democrats, broke Cannon's stranglehold. ~ Although this does not canonize Cannon, it 
gives all credit possible to the man's personality and character and examines in detail 
the steps by which he abused his trust. A marker in political history, this is for the 
close student of government and political theory. 


! 
February b 


Atwater, Mary M. : Macmillan 
SHUTTLE-CRAFT BOOK OF AMERICAN HAND-WEAVING $5.00 


Report repeated from the 9/15/50 bulletin, when scheduled for fall, as follows: 
"A revision that brings a long-standing standard work on weaving up to date, this, as its 
predecessor, is for schools and organized, teacher-led groups. It is not for the beginner 
to use at home- as it assumes a certain fundamental knowledge of weaving impossible for a 
beginner to have. Included are instructions for choice of looms, materials, setting up 
and adjusting the loom and the actual weaving process, with American Indian, South and 
Central American native patterns. 162 illustrations, 300 patterns. 


Edey, Marion Macmillan 
DO NOT AWAKE ME $2.50 


Wily feminine verse ranging from ingenious to flippant, both in verse form and 
idea. The poet writes of natural minutiae here- the ouzel, the veery (a poem in which 
the veery outrageously "oodles"), ants, cats, the raven, and of seas, snows and foreign 
landscapes. There are poems of personal philosophies, illuminations. The poems show a 
facility of form, a fragile image, and although in the more serious poems, feeling is 
blocked by a derivative expression with a bow to Wylie and Dickinson, there are some 
charming bits here - "The Unicorn". "Company", and "Noel" - ("lost in the long morning 
September waited in a garden tall with weeds"). Pretty things in very small packages. 
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Catton, Bruce Doubleday 
@ MR. LINCOLN'S ARMY $3 =00 ; 


In vivid detail is told the story of the Army of the Potomac during the years- 
1861-62, when it was under the command of the gifted but vacillating young General, George 
B. McClellan. Here are the Peninsula Campaign, Second Bull Run, the miracle of finding 
Lee's orders which led seemingly to sure victory at Antietam but turned instead into a 
bloody stalemate, a massacre. The other side of the coin - in many respects - from Wil- 
liams' Lincoln Finds a General (P. 491- 1949), and a more balanced appraisal of McClellan 
than most. Treasure trove for the strategy students of the Civil War period, with some 
fresh angles on this segment of the war. This will provide military technicians with 
new battlegrounds to explore 


February 240 

a] 
Loewy, Raymond . Simon & Schuster 
NEVER LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE $3.50 or $700 


ae La 

Report repeated from page 587 of the September 15, 1950 bulletin, as follow: 
"Smooth, sophisticated, shell-like- these words characterize Industrial Designer Loewy's 
: pseudo-memoirs and his revolutionary designs which are the subject of this literary ex- 
pression of self-confidence. His early years in France, his parents, World War I, are 
recalled in the smart, earthy tradition (less true than amusing). The record of the 
first years in the U.S.A. working towards success are cliche-ridden. But on two subjects 
Loewy is all exuberance and sincerity- beautiful women and fine cooking. He describes 
his many homes, his servants, his two marriages. But in the main the book is devoted 
I to his career as an industrial designer, what that involves, how he can help clients, 
| the ethics of the profession, colleagues and fellow designers. His friends read like a 
i @ who's who in business, wealth, science, filmdom and society. As autobiography this was 
doubtless written with tongue in cheek. As the story of the birth of a new profession, 
it is stimulating.” 





February 13 


| Roddis, Louis H. Henry Schuman 
JAMES LIND: Founder of Nautical Medicine $3.00 






Volume 18 in The Life of Science Library, this is again a monograph on a special- 
ized character and field, necessarily circumscribed by its content. It is the professional 
biography of an 18th century Scottish naval surgeon who in his accurate recording of facts, 
his shrewd deductions and sound opinions marked more than one milestone in naval medicine. 
It was his insistence on cleanliness, his investigation of antiscorbutic values in scurvy, 
his working knowledge of ventilation, cholera, dysentry, the importance of fresh water, 
etc., that helped to enlighten the study of tropical diseases and brought new findings to 
sea hygiene. Accompanying the story of Lind is that of the men he treated, of life at sea 
in those days, and of the progress of naval medicine up to the time of his career. Meth- 
odical, almost inventoried, this emphasizes the medical stature of the man rather than 
his personal life or character. Bibliography, reference sources and chronology. 














February 14 






Long, Georgia | Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
ALL ABOUT SPAIN $2.50 — 










Another of The New Europe Guides, in a practical traveler's handbook on that 
little publicized country, Spain. There is some preliminary material on planning your trip, 
transportation, regulations, money, food and drink, customs. There is a brief survey of 
Spain's history. Then, in the body of the text, the Grand Tour, a minimum of two months, 

is planned. Succinctly, each town and city is presented,- hotels, art galleries, shrines, 
amusements, restaurants, sports. etc. Comparative costs and statistical data carefully 
indicated. 
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February 14 


Claytor, Gertrude Dutton 
SUNDAY IN VIRGINIA: and other poems $2.75 


An impressive collection of poems which reveal a sympathetic regional sense and 
a personal, disciplined lyricism. The second part of the book is devoted to poems of Vir- 
ginia, but the first poems are more intimate in subject matter and expression. There are 
poems of possession, love, separation and grief set in gentle landscapes. The title poem 
in which a child and sorrowing man receive on the one hand spring's excitement and on the 
other spring's release, is one of the loveliest in the group. The poems of the Civil War, 
however, waver between the drama of the ballad and a nostalgic, personal defeat of a 
darkened land illuminated here and there with beauty and courage. Promising. 


MacLeod, Lily Lippincott 
' RETURN TO LIFE $2.00 


An intimate and affecting account of a cancer cure which has been written "for 
the well who become sick- and the sick who are to become well" in an attempt to lessen 
the taboos of cancer-silence and the fear which is synonomous with this disease. Here, 
in the record of her own illness and the therapies which were applied, is also the seis- 
mograph of her own responses from the first fear and revulsion and rejection at the diag- 
nosis. Unwilling to tell the two closest to her,her mother and her daughter, she went 
through the first series of X-ray treatments alone, and after an interim period of a few 
weeks, found that it had failed. Subjected next to hospitalization, and a painful period 
of radium treatment, there followed not only exhaustion but panic and despair before she 
found a certain faith and sustaining serenity.... Vulnerable, communicative, this achieves 
its definite intention and should find its audience. 


February 15 


Williams-Heller, Ann Stephen Daye 
THE BUSY WOMAN'S COOK BOOK $2.95 


This is both more and less than a cookbook, for it outlines procedure for plan- 
ning, organizing a kitchen, marketing, scheduling the time allotment for preparing a meal 
(the aim is a 30-minute schedule throughout), suggesting short cuts, etc. An experienced 
housekeeper will find it very elementary; the neophyte will find it very helpful. The 
advice is pertinent and constructive; the charts and lists are instructive; the menu plan- 
ning sound if uninspired. The book is less successful on the actual cooking procedure. 
For the experienced cook, the recipes are simplicity itself; but for the inexperienced 
cook, the "hows" are sketchily taken for granted. While the author is very gadget-minded, 
she isn't specific enough in her directives. On one score I differ with her consistently; 
she scorns leftovers, urges avoiding having them, and almost ignores the boon they can be 
to the busy woman, and the challenge to the imaginative cook. The recipes are comprehen- 
sive, with sufficient variety. But there's none of the "lift" of, for instance, Elinor 
Parker's Cooking for One; no contagion of enthusiasm. 


Horchow, Reuben — Doubleday 
HOW TO GET AHEAD IN THE ARMED FORCES $1.00 


A handbook of reference for the youth who knows that he has to serve in the arm- 
ed forces and wants to get- and give- the most there is to be found. One has a sense of 
repeat performance; surely there was just such a book in the late war? In consultation 
with officers in Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air, the author has brought together the 
salient facts every young man needs to know. Whether to enlist or wait for induction; 
the pros and cons of each. What the attitude should be - what military life will be like. 
The various tests, their purpose and importance. Interviews and their intent. Opportun- 
ities for promotion, for commissions, for being in the right niche, for educational ad- 
vancement and its bearing on the post-service future. Practical and commonsense. 


ce nee a 
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February 5 
James, Leslie Henry Schuman 
AMERICANS IN GLASS HOUSES $2 .00 


* An adumbrated pseudo-scientific expose of American life and customs which pir- 
ouettes from the economic to the social, from the educational to the sexual, from class 
and caste to the crass and cash, - this is very much a tongue-in-the-cheek accumulation 
of misinformation. Peppered with footnotes, purporting to be from scholars and their 
texts, larded with dead-pan interpretations of the American scene, this spoofs and double- 
spoofs the unbelievable results of our guilt complexes, matriarchy, our codes of consump- 
tion, family mores and household lares and penates, and tabulates the grim harvest of our 
self-created dilemmas. And the solution is that we start all over again. Not the high 
style humor of Lancaster's There'll Always Be ADraynefleetebdut an amazingly funny per- 
version of scientific formulae and a wonderfully topsy-turvy display of Americans and the 
way they live. This should be lots of fun to sell. 


February 16 


Pa een 
Van Doren, Mark William Sloane 
INTRO. ETRY $5.00 » 


* A stimulating reminder that poetry is, after all, to be read for pleasure. In 
a series of commentaries on about thirty poems, Mr. Van Doren enjoys to the fullest with 
the reader an assortment of poems by various poets in and out of our time - Carew, Dickin- 
son, Burns; Donne, Frost, Dryden etc. Using the analytical tools of the explicator, yet 
contributing a living constructive imagination, Mr. Van Doren draws the reader into the 
critic's ground of exploration up to the point at which the concentrated poetic experience 
may be enjoyed. The last step - pleasurable recognition of poetic beauty - is left up to 
the reader, as the self-sufficient universe of each poem is never diluted, stretched, ex- 
tended away from the intrinsic meaning of the poem; the reader's appreciation is guided, 
never coerced. An anthology of past and contemporary poetry is included in chronological 
arrangement. Invaluable for students - a delight for all who read poetry. 


February 19 


Clifton, Allan S. Knopf 
TIME OF FALLEN BLOSSOMS $3.00 


A young Australian non-com, stationed in Japan during the first year of occupa- 
tion, writes a scales-off-the-eyes report of life in post-war, post-A-Bomb Hiroshima and 
outlying areas. There is the unexpected kindness and docility of the still dazed, impov- 
erished inhabitants, the instances of inevitable brutality among some of the occupation 
troops, the unchanging beauty of the countryside away from the bombed cities. Far from 
the tea garden picture of the occupation usually given, this should provoke interest. 

The writing is superior reportage. 


Hilliard, Jan Norton 
THE SALT BOX $3.00 


A family story of life in Nova Scotia covers the years when Father, a remittance 
man from England, traipsed far for a fortune and his motherless five remained at the Old 
Salt Box waiting for the word to move. Gerald ("Gent") Hilliard en route to British Colum- 
bia buys an "estate", acquires a wife, and, slightly casually, begets the five - Lance, 
Louise, Eileen, Jan, and Vicky - and keeps on wandering, further West, for his luck. This 
is Jan's story of the life at home, with Aunt Belle, a spinster, riding herd on the assort- 
ed young ones; Uncle Harry, who reads behind the barn, ready for a corrective word here 
and there, and Aunt Emily coming for summer visits from New York. And so the episodes 
string along - the near neighbors; the planned and plotted household economy while waiting 
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for Father to make his strike; the erratic behavior of their old horse who let them down, 
and held them up, in the growing traffic; the Church of England, and other denominational 
threats; the questions of school - and music, and various teachers-; Aunt Emily and her 
personal hand grenades delivered into the mist of close family life; and the final de- 
cision to sell the Salt Box - only to find Father is not yet ready to take them with him. 
An inadequate security for the youngsters still adds up to a childhood recall that hes its 
humor, and tenderness- and style. For that general looking-backwards appeal that does not 


seem to stale. Illustrated by Donald McKay. 
February 19 


Yale Univ. Press 


Conant, James Bryant 
SCIENCE AND COMMON SENSE $4.50 
This might be considered the layman's supplement to Dr. Conant's brilliant On 
Understanding Science,published in 1947 (reported on P. 118 of that year's Service). 
Where the earlier book (based on a series of lectures) might be considered a precisfor 4 
college science course, this one is for the doctor, the lawyer, the Indian chief- and any- 
one already interested in science or,conversely, convinced he is not interested. The au- 
thor does an extraordinary job of telling what goes on in the scientist's mind. He goes 
back to the beginnings of the modern scientific age, to Galileo, Newton, other pioneers; 
he reconstructs from their published reports the line of thought each followed, step by 
step. The result is uniquely interesting experience, exciting reading, made more so by 
concluding chapters that make science today read like a detective story in its impact on 
industry and medicine, its relationship to the state under democracy and dictatorship. 


February 20 


Little, Brown 


Ormsbee, Thomas 
FIELD GUIDE TO EARLY AMERICAN FURNITURE $4.00 

It is almost impossible to assess the value of this book from the text alone; 
its practicality rests so largely on the 300-odd pictures for which we have here only the 
descriptive text. The introductory chapters give a quick view of the eight style periods. 
Whether he feels that it is unnecessary to differentiate between the European heritage 
and the American development - or whether he assumes that for purposes of identification, 
he supplies enough to go on, does not come out clearly. He divides his selected pieces 
of furniture into ten main categories. In his concise descriptive text, virtually expand- 
ed captions, he indicates the wood, construction details, decorative design, hardware, 
size - and in a sort of shorthand code suggests comparative values. One of the most inter- 
esting parts of his book deals with fundamentals in determining authenticity- and converse- 
ly detecting fakes. With his predictable style periods he includes sections on Pennsylvania 
Dutch, Shaker, and Primitive styles. Granted successful illustrative material, this should 
be a very useful handbook for the amateur on the prowl for coveted antiques. 


Koch, Harriett Berger Macmillan 
MILITANT ANGEL $2.75 


A tribute to Annie Goodrich, leader in nursing education, pioneer in public 
health, "America's elder statesman of nursing". With little time out for personal or hu- 
man interest, this follows the progression of a steadily ascendant career, from her ap- 
pointment as a young nurse as director of nurses at St. Luke's, on to succeeding posts 
at the New York Hospital, Bellevue, and as State Inspector of Training Schools, lecturer 
at Columbia, Dean of the Army School of Nursing, and Dean of the newly formed Yale School 
of Nursing. Determined, independent, imperious, but still much loved by her students, 
she campaigned for and achieved- during her lifetime- better standards for her calling. 
Possibly of professional or vocational interest, this is not for the general market. 

















- 
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February 22 


Stokes, Thomas L. Rinehart 
THE SAVANNAH $4.00 


Stokes knows and loves the region through which the Savannah flows, and has oro- 
jected his enthusiasm in this new addition to the fine :::vers of America series. Tacid 
in its upper reaches in South Carolina, dark and mysterious in the gloom of cypress and 
giant cedar, winding through marsh-studded stretch in Georgia to the Atlantic, the Savan- 
nah spans a region rich in history and folklore, and Tom Stokes has made full use of both 
in this excellent "biography" of a river. Illustrated by Lamar Dodd. 


February 23 


Nesbitt, Henrietta Doubleda 
THE PRESIDENTIAL COOK BOQK 43-00 — 
2,2 


Not a cookbook, not a recipe, did the new White House housekeeper find when she 
took up her duties with the Roosevelts there in 1933. Her successors will discover the 
deficiency more than met in this comprehensive cookbook. Each section is prefaced with a 
page of reminiscences, comments on the Roosevelt preferences, anecdotes of famous visitors, 
chitchat of the problems of running the cuisine where the table varied from the "plain 
food" preferred by the family, to the company specialties (with due regard to national 
and personal idiosyncrasies) , where the numbers were unpredictable, and "teas" expanded 
to the thousands. Here's a book that might prove helpful to supplement Treat and Richards’ 
Quantity Cookery (see P. 720), for Mrs. Nesbitt daily faced unplanned guests, and coped 
with it competently. Good recipes - clearly presented- with quantity service indicated. 
Snob appeal as well. : 

February 26 


Taylor, Rosemary Crowell 
HAREM SCARE 'M $3.00 


* The gal with the feather touch pen takes off into more personal reminiscences - 
this time of a very callow, post-graduate episode of the mid'20's. Even Cornelia Otis 
Skinner couldn't make more of innocence, broad on the A, and in foreign lands, than does 
Our Author, who not only toots off from a college companion, meets Floyd Gibbons, but 
turns up a wide-eyed, accredited war correspondent (for the 7ucson Citizen) in the Riff 
war. Dreaming of being a dean of women, Rosemary pays Gibbons' way to Africa; acquires 
the nickname of "Wild Bill"; travels with John O'Brien, Clarence Streit; wangles herself 
some silk (instead of lisle) stockings; totters from French to Spanish Morocco; gets in- 
side a harem; besides latching on to newspaper standing winds up with a typewriter; is 
caught without her glasses in a brothel; sees the Legionnaires and Moorish women as people 
rather than symbols; rides a Spanish Navy troopship; is sea- car- and train-sick; falls in 
love with an employee of the British Bank of West Africa; gets jaundice; dreams up a ro- 
mantic story - and lands back in ‘the U.S. with her best story sold for $5.00....Even Floyd 
Gibbons said it was worth six. Early Careerism, with gullible, young appeal, this has 
certain riotous moments. 


Thomson, Virgil } Holt 
MUSIC RIGHT, MUSIC LEFT $3.50 


A thoroughly enjoyable and stimulating collection of essays by the music critic 
of New York's Zeralc Tribune, including reviews and articles published between October 
1947 and June 1950. Penetrating and lucid essays on orchestras and conductors, reviews of 
concerts, recitals, opera and reflections on many phases of the contemporary music scene. 
These are essays for the general music lover with specific as well as catholic interests. 
A great variety of material is covered - music in the U.S.S.R. to modern music in the Cath- 
olic church; Koussevitzky to Beecham; pianists, singers, cellists, violinists; some opera 
bravos and blasts (Mr. Thomson gleefully describes one Louise as "constantly clutching at 
things and people"), and the triumphs and pitfalls of modern music. Straightforward, with 
no prima donna sleights of hand, these are essays to be read with keenest pleasure. 


















& 


with music. 
cadent last days of Czarism. 
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February26 ,/24 


OLD FRIENDS AND NEW MUSIC 


Nabokov, Nicolas Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
$3.50 
Pleasant, New Yorker-ish sketches of the Russian-American composer's life in and 
There are scenes of his early childhood and boyhood laid in the baroque, de- 
There are Christmas carollers in a Russian country village, 


lessons and concerts in St. Petersburg- Paris during the '20's when Diaghilev and the 3jal- 
let Russe reigned--a performance of Nabokov's (de by the ballet company in Monte Carlo-- 

a visit to Stravinsky in his Hollywood bungalow, and another to Koussevitzky at Tanglewood. 
For the music lover as well as the admirer of Vladimir Nabokov's Conclusive Evidence. 


firmed Western fans, but will be a boon to hunters of authentic Americana. 


February 28 


Harper 
$3.50 


Sonnichsen, C.L. 
I'LL DIE BEFORE I'LL RUN: Story of the Great Feuds of Texas 


Debunking of many of the Southwest's myths and legends, which may shock some con- 
Here are the 


early pre-war ruckuses, centering around the feud between the Regulators and the Modera- 


tors along the Sabine River. 
of the '60's to '80's, compounded of post-war tensions, divided loyalties, racial prejudice. . 


Then there are the ante-bellum and post-bellum blood lettings 


It is unfortunate (and will interfere with other than regional sale) that the book mires 


down with too many names and rudimentary genealogies. 
= exact significance of "feud". 
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A good introduction clarifies the 
Illustrations and end paper maps. Specialized. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLES, DATE AND PRICE 


Seton, Anya- FOXFIRE- definite ante 1/2 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Kadish, M.R.- Title from THE RESPONSIBLES to POINT OF HONOR- definite date ». 1a 
Price is $3.00. (Random House) 
Rogers, Lettie- STORM CLOUD- definite date 1/22 (Random House) 
Thoby-Marcelin, P. & P.- THE PENCIL OF GOD- definite date 1/30 (Houghton,Mifflin) 
Raine, William M.- JINGLING SPURS- definite date 1/2 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Barth, Alan- THE LOYALTY OF FREE MEN- definite date 1/22 (Viking) 
Paterson, Neil- THE CHINA RUN- definite date 1/26. Price is $2.75. (Random House) 
Willets, Ann- NEVER GIVE THE HEART- definite date 1/15.'Price is $3.00. 
(Random House) 
Argus, M.K.- MOSCOW ON THE HUDSON- price from $2.75 to $2.50. (Harper) 
Baker, Margaret J.- A CASTLE AND SIXPENCE- price from $2.25 to $2.50. (Longmans, 
Green) 
Dolson, Hildegarde- THE FORM DIVINE- definite date 2/19 (Random House) 
Lewis, A.- HOME IS AN ISLAND- definite date 2/12 (Random House) 
Tey, Josephine- TO LOVE AND BE WISE- from 1/24 to 3/6 (Macmillan) 
Coburn, Walt- Title from PARDNERS OF THE DIM TRAIL to PARDNERS OF THE DIM TRAILS 
(Lippincott): 
Matthiessen, F.0.- THEODORE DREISER- from 1/15 to 2/14. Price from $3.75 to 
$4.00. (William Sloane) 
Stratton, C.- EFFECTIVE ENGLISH- price from $4.00 to $4.95. (McGraw-Hill) 
Junod, M.- WARRIOR WITHOUT WEAPONS- from 1/31 to 2/20 (Macmillan) 
Stransky, Jan- EAST WIND OVER PRAGUE- definite date 1/22 (Random House) 
Woods, Ralph- THE BUSINESSMAN'S BOOK OF QUOTATIONS- definite date ee 
Hill 
Carlyle, Celeste- INDIVIDUALLY YOURS- from 2/14 to 5/16: (Lippincott) 
Aiken, William A.- THE POEMS OF CATULLUS- note correct auther reference. (Dutton) 
Doucette, Earl- THE FISHERMAN'S GUIDE TO MAINE- definite date 2/17. Price from 
$2.75 to $2.95. (Random House) 
Ward, Mary Jane- A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC- definite date 2/16 (Random House) 
Gilbert, A.- MURDER COMES HOME- definite date 2/16 (Random House) 









